Excerpts from Lewis & Clark’s

journal entries through present-day
South Dakota, North Dakota & Montana

© On August 29, 1804 — The Corps of Discovery approached the land
of the Lakota tribes in present day South Dakota. Captain William Clark
wrote: “The Sioux is a stout bold looking people & well made. The warriors
are verry much deckerated with Pain Porcupine quils and feathers, large
leagins & mockersons, all wore buffalow roabs of Different colors.”

O On September 17,1804 - Captaln Meriwether Lewis described
infinite numbers of “barking squril” that inhabited a vast prairie dog town.
He continues: “The senery already rich pleasing and beautiful, was still
further enheightened by immence herds of Buffaloe, deer, Elk and ante-
lopes, which we saw in every direction feeding on the hills and plains.”

© On September 25, 1804 — The expedition arrived at the site of
present-day Fort Pierre and Pierre and prepared for a series of meetings
with the Teton Sioux. Lewis and Clark met with Chief Black Buffalo

in a great council tepee. They smoked the peace pipe while watching

a victory dance celebrating the Sioux's recent battle with the downriver
Omaha tribe. On September 29th, the Corps proceeded upstream.

@ On October 24, 1804 — The Corps had mastered the challenges
of the winding Missouri river and travelled over 1,609 miles to the
Mandan Villages. Lewis wrote: “The river being very low and the stream
so far advanced that it frequently shuts up with ice in this climate we
determined to spend the winter in this neighborhood.”

@ On November 3, 1804 — Men of the Corps began building Fort
Mandan seven miles below the mouth of the Knife River on the north side
of the Missouri (present-day Washburn, ND) directly opposite the lower
Mandan village. When the Corps’ task building the Fort was completed,
the Frenchmen who had rowed and pulled the Corps’ boats upriver built
their own canoes and headed downriver to St. Louis.
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chose Sacagawea (or Sacajawea or Sakakawea) to accompany them.

February 11, 1805 — Fifteen-year old Sacagawea gives birth to a son,
Jean Baptice Charbonneau. Clark would come to call the boy “Pomp.”

April 7, 1805 — The Corps had traveled over 1,600 miles upriver and wintered

at Fort Mandan from November 1804 to April 1805. With the ice out of the

Missouri, Lewis and Clark were eager to head West. The Keelboat was loaded

with Lewis and Clark's reports and observations, maps, journals, and sketches

as well as flora and fauna studies, and a live prairie dog, prairie grouse hen

and four magpies. Corporal Wafington and a small crew headed down the river -
1o St. Louis where the cargo would be sent to President Jefferson. Lewis
wrote to Jefferson, “You may therefore expect me to meet you at Monachello”
in September; 1806

@ That afternoon, the Corps set out in canoes and pirogues to their
date with the Rocky Mountains, hoping to find a navigable river on the
Western slope that would carry them to the Pacific Ocean.

O April 25,1805 — The Corps' canoes reached the confluence of the
Yellowstone River with the Missouri. Climbing a nearby hill, Lewis observed,
“I'had a most pleasing view of the country, perticularly the wide and
fertile valleys.”

@ Last week of May, 1805 — The expedition began to pass through the
Missouri Breaks, a 160-mile stretch from today's Fort Peck Lake to today's
Fort Benton. Clark wrote, “/ do not think it can be settled.”

© Junel3, 1805 —Lewis, walking out ahead of the Corps, climbed the

river bank. He had proceeded two miles “when my ears were saluted by the
agreeable sound of a fall of water and Advancing a little further, | saw a spray
arise above the plain like a column of smoke.” Lewis had arrived at the Great
Falls of the Missouri. From June 22 to July 2, the grueling 18-plus mile
overland portage of the falls was completed, the men exhausted and their feet
bleeding from the spikes of prickly pears piercing their moccasins.

@ July 19,1805 —Back in their canoes, the Carps continued upriver
and entered a spectacular gorge, the cliffs on either side rising to the height =
of 1,200 feet. The Corps had entered the Gates of the Mountains.

@ July 22, 1805 —The men of the Corps moved upriver, pulling the
canoes against the swift current, slipping and getting cut on the slick rocks.
Lewis and Clark, Charbonneau and Sacagawea walked along the shoreline.
Sacagawea recognized this section of the river. She had been here as a
child when the Shoshones spent their summers in the valley. They had come
to the Three Forks of the Missouri River.

O August 12, 1805 — Exploring out ahead hoping to meet up with the
Shoshone Indians, Lewis wrote, “We fell in with a large and plain Indian
road. .. it passed a Stout stream. . .At a distance of 4 miles further the
road took us to a most distant fountain of the waters of the mighty
Missouri in search of which we have spent so many toilsome days and
wristless nights.” He had arrived and could step across the headwaters
of the Missouri River. The Corps had travelled for 15 months and covered
3,000 miles, but the mountains to the west made the next leg of the
journey seem almost impossible.
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@ August 17,1805 — Lewis and Clark hold council with the Shoshone
Chief Cameahwait and a large group of warriors to bargain for horses to
take them over the Continental Divide. Sacagawea serves as interpreter at
the meeting. In the process, she recognizes the Chief as her brother and
was overwhelmed with joy. After hard bargaining, the Corps got their
horses. The next day Lewis celebrates his 31st birthday.

|
@ September 4,1805 — After three days of hard riding over steep JI
mountains and through deep valleys along the present-day Idaho-Montana
border, with cold so bad in the high country it broke Lewis’ thermometer, |
the Corps rode down into Ross's Hole near present-day Sula, Montana into I Ak
the Bitterroot Valley. They were greeted by a large band of Salish Indians I & !
who told them of the Lolo Trail, south of present-day Missoula that is today .
paralleled by US 12. | |
The Salish Indians helped the Corps of Discovery find the route I I
over the Continental Divide and connect them with the western | South Dakota ) Encounters on the I
flowing Clearwater River which in turn would connect with the | @ Department of Tourism Prairie Chapter of the I %
Snake River and finally link up with the mighty Columbia River travelsd.com Lewis and Clark Trail . LEGENDARY
hat would carry them to the Pacific Ocean. ! (rear Faces. GReaT PracEs. : ; : A I
i South Dakota Missouri  Heritage Foundation I North Dakota Tourism Divisi NDiouri
The Lewis and Clark Journal entries and descriptions above include River Tourism etop.net . " 5 el WWW‘_ ey om
excerpts from Undaunted Courage, by Stephen E. Ambrose. ! sdmissouririver.com | Lewis and Clark Fort Mandan Foundation www.fortmandan.com
. . | |
Yt ¥
< ve [ |
i — Montana Tourism Central Montana Southwest Montana | Glacier Country Montana Lewis & Clark Trail Heritage Foundation %Le(é/ /Jé/:@’% i National Park Service
. ; visitmt.com centralmontana.com  southwestmtcom - glaciermt.com lewisandclark.org T E“T"GEI CUNDATION o Lewis and Clark
Get all the detalls at i ERLMRN Montanas Missouri  SoutheastMontana  Yellowstone I Visit Montana Trailhead « Portage Route Chapter - Great Falls area  » Camp Fortunpte Chapter —Dillon area National Historic Trail
% =4 " River Country southeastmontana.com Country Montana visitbillings.com ] : www.nps.gov/lecl
lersandClaTkCountry. Org i s v i visityellowstonecountri.com * Headwaters Chapter — Bozeman area * Travelers Reft Chapter—Missoula/Lolo area
| | |
|





